Moby Dick is a novel written by American
writer Herman Melville of the 19t century. The
story is based on his real experiences. After
being a waiter, a sailor and suffering a lot on
the sea, Melville finally returned home after
five years’ travelling and drew upon all his
experiences to complete this great book.

The book is mainly about Captain Ahab’s
revenge against a giant mysterious white whale
named Moby Dick, which bit off one of Captain
Ahab’s legs on a previous voyage. From then
on, Ahab’s heart was filled with hatred and
thoughts of revenge. To carry out his revenge
plan against Moby Dick, he gathered a group of
shipmates on the whaler Pequod in a hurry,
including the narrator of the story—Ishmael.
On the quarter deck, Ahab successfully
aroused the hatred of the crew towards Moby
Dick and made them determined to hunt it to
the ends of the earth. It took them a long time
to find the whale before all the shipmates died
in the fierce fight against the sea monster,
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who is powerful, full of
courage, never gives up
his goal and has a strong
will to take control, as is
put into his own words: “I
decide my own destiny.”
However, he also has his
dark side, namely, he is sort of a revenge
maniac, being cruel, stubborn, conceited and
selfish, which can be seen through his
desperate revenge against Moby Dick at all
costs.

In my opinion, Captain Ahab is the
symbol of strong human power while Moby
Dick symbolizes the nature power, both of
which are balancing forces against each other.
Any attempt to break the balance is doomed,
as is one of the running rules in the nature.
The book successfully draws my attention to
the proper relationship between man and his
environment—the nature.
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I The main character of J
the book is Captain Ahab, Mi=I=h@=]Ls:
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except the narrator Ishmael, whose name ,
means “the abandoned man” in The Bible. I H= (5) 3 H#H I
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A Movie Review on Moby Dick (2012)
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Moby Dick is a movie worth watching. It tells a story of sailing in which the :
protagonist Captain Ahab is a tragic hero of excessive self-reliance, isolation and mania \/ ,
for revenge. He hates a white whale named Moby Dick, which cruelly bit off his leg on a S —_—
. previous voyage. Captain Ahab wants to capture this white whale and finally dies on its / \
back after 3 days’ desperate hunting. X e

| like the movie because of two points. First, | like its video technology which makes d‘ \ s '
me feel as if | were personally on the scene. Due to its frequent using of jittering lens, 1§ )
always have a sense of being with Captain Ahab on the whaler Pequod on the tossing sea. AL
In the next place, the story is full of metaphors. For example, the name Ahab suggesting »
the insidious vengeance king in the Old Testament forecasts the doomed failure of
Captain Ahab.

Captain Ahab is a very complex character, sort of a paradox. On the one hand, he is
brave, self-reliant and persistent, which is revealed through his courageous quest for
Moby Dick; on the other hand, he is selfish, conceited and revengeful when we think of
his desperate hunting for Moby Dick at the cost of all his shipmates’ dear life.

Finally, Moby Dick is a movie that | would like to recommend as it presents not only a

g \wonderful story but also plenty of knowledge about sailing, whaling and whales.
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Symbolism in Moby Dick ENCR T A
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Moby Dick is a highly symbolic work. Many things or acts that have symbolic ™

meanings in this book have successfully drawn my attention.

In the first place, the white whale itself has been read as a representative of
good and evil like Captain Ahab. In addition, it has also been seen as a metaphor
for the elements of life that are out of our control.

Second, the whaler Pequod’s quest to hunt down Moby-Dick is widely viewed
as allegorical. To Ahab, killing the whale becomes the ultimate goal in his life.
Therefore, the whale can represent our goals in life.

Furthermore, Ahab’s vengeance against the whale is similar to man’s struggle
against fate. Just think about the question: What exactly will Ahab do if he
succeeds in his quest? Having accomplished his ultimate goal, what else is there
left for him to do? In my opinion, the author Herman Melville may be implying
that people in general need goals in life, yet he also warns that such a goal can be
destructive if it is pursued at all costs.

Finally, Ahab‘s pipe is widely looked upon as the riddance of happiness in
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Ahab’s life. By throwing the pipe overboard, Ahab signifies that he no longer can ¥

enjoy simple pleasures in life; instead, he dedicates his entire life to the pursuit of
his obsession, the killing of the white whale, Moby Dick.

There are many good examples of symbolism in this great work, which | think
needs further attention and interpretations.
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